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IF  I  WERE  BLIND,  I  WOULD  STILL  SEE

A  COURAGEOUS  CLASS  BEFORE  ME.

I 'M  IN  AWE,  HOW  CAN  TWO  YEARS  BE  THIS  MOMENT.

THEY  SAY  THE  FINAL  HURDLE, IT 'S  BUT  A  STEPPING  STONE

 

YE  ARE  MY  INSP IRATION,  MY  SHOULDER

EACH  CHIN  RISE  TO  THE  SKY

A  CLICK  OF  A  CAMERA,

A  MOMENT  CAPTURED

BUT  THESE  MEMORIES  UPON  MEMORIES

WILL  FOREVER  BE  PART  OF  ME.

 

A  MAGNIF ICENT  BEAUTIFUL  WOMAN  TAKEN  FROM  ME.

FROM  THE  DEPTHS  OF  DESPAIR

EACH  ONE  OF  YOU  BUILT  ME  UP,FROM  DARKNESS  INTO  LIGHT.

FOREVER  THANKFUL

" I 'M  PROUD  OF  YOU "  SHE  SAID .

 

AND  I  AM  PROUD  OF  YE .

 

LOWEST  TO  HIGHEST  ON  THE  GRAPH  OF  LIFE .

 

ADMIRATION  FOR  ALL ,  WE  GOT  THIS  GUIDANCE  FROM  OUR  MENTORS,  

WHOM  NEVER  FAILED

TO  AMAZE  WITH  SKILL .

PATIENCE,  ENDEAVOR  TO  SHOW  POTENTIAL

WE  THOUGHT  HAD  FADED

 

AS  I  STAND  HERE,THE  DOORS  OF  OPPORTUNITY  ARE  OPENING

HOPE,  DREAMS,  IMAGINATION,  INSP IRATION.
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H I  A L L !  W H A T  C A N  I  S A Y  A B O U T  V T O S ?  I N  2 0 1 7 ,  I
D E C I D E D  T O  R E T U R N  T O  F U L L - T I M E  E D U C A T I O N .
I T  W A S  T H E  B E S T  D E C I S I O N  I  H A V E  E V E R  M A D E !
F O R  M E ,  I T  T U R N E D  O U T  T O  B E  T H E  J O U R N E Y
M O R E  T H A N  T H E  D E S T I N A T I O N  T H A T  I  E N J O Y E D ! !
 
T H A T  F I R S T  D A Y  W H E N  M I C H A E L  H A S  U S  M E E T
H I M  I N  T H E  M A L L .
H E  A S K E D  U S  T O  F O L L O W  H I M  O V E R  T O  W H A T
W O U L D  B E  O U R  N E W  H O M E  F O R  T H E  N E X T  2
Y E A R S .  P A  O F  C O U R S E  T R I P P E D  U P  G O I N G  O U T
T H E  D O O R .  W E  A L L  L A U G H E D  A N D  T H A T
L A U G H T E R  H A S  F I L L E D  O U R  V T O S  C L A S S R O O M
E V E R  S I N C E .
 
V T O S  H A S  O P E N E D  M Y  E Y E S  T O  A  W O R L D  I  M A Y
N O T  H A V E  E V E R  S E E N ,  L I K E  T H E  F I R S T  T I M E  I  G O T
T O  S E E  A  S H A K E S P E A R E  P L A Y  A T  T H E  G A I E T Y
T H E A T E R  I N  D U B L I N ,  T O  S P I K E  I S L A N D  A N D  S O
M U C H  M O R E .  I  H A V E  B E E N  C U L T U R E D ! ! !
 
A S  I  L O O K  D O W N  A T  M Y  C L A S S M A T E S  T O D A Y ,  A L L
I  S E E  I S  M Y  V T O S  F A M I L Y .  I  W I L L  M I S S  E A C H  A N D
E V E R Y  O N E  O F  Y O U  S O  M U C H !  W E  A R E  A L L
L E A V I N G  H E R E  M O R E  C O N F I D E N T  P E O P L E  T H A N
W H E N  W E  S T A R T E D .
 
L A S T L Y ,  M Y  W O N D E R F U L  T E A C H E R S !  H O W  D O  I
S A Y  T H A N K  Y O U  E N O U G H  T O  A  G R O U P  O F  P E O P L E
W H O  B E L I E V E D  I N  M E  F R O M  T H E  S T A R T ,  E V E N
W H E N  I  D I D N ' T  B E L I E V E  I N  M Y S E L F !  W H E N  I  S A I D
" I  C O U L D N ' T  D O  S C H O O L W O R K " ,  T H E Y  S A I D  " Y E S ,
Y O U  C A N ! "
Y O U  A R E  A L L  T R U L Y  I N S P I R A T I O N A L  E D U C A T O R S .
 
V T O S  W I L L  L I V E  F O R E V E R  I N  M Y  H E A R T  A N D  M Y
M E M O R I E S !
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" I N  2 0 1 7 ,  I  S T A R T E D  M Y  J O U R N E Y  I N  T H E  B A R R A C K S  A S  A  V T O S
S T U D E N T .  I  H A D  A L W A Y S  W A N T E D  T O  R E T U R N  T O  D O  M Y
L E A V I N G  C E R T I F I C A T E  A N D  I T  W A S  I M P O R T A N T  F O R  M E  T O  D O
T H I S  A N D  F E L T  I T  W A S  T H E  R I G H T  T I M E  F O R  M E .  I  W A S  S O
O V E R W H E L M E D  T O  H A V E  B E E N  G I V E N  T H I S  C H A N C E .  O V E R  T H E  2
Y E A R S  T H E R E  W A S  A  L O T  O F  M I X E D  E M O T I O N S ,  B U T  W E  A S  A
V T O S  F A M I L Y  W E R E  A L W A Y S  T H E R E  F O R  O N E  A N O T H E R .  M I C H A E L
C O R B E T T  W A S  S U C H  A N  A M A Z I N G  M A N  T O  B E  I N V O L V E D  W I T H
A N D  I  W A N T  T O  T H A N K  H I M  S I N C E R E L Y  F O R  B E L I E V I N G  I N  M E
A N D  F O R  G I V I N G  M E  T H A T  P U S H  W H E N  I  F E L T  L I K E  I  C O U L D N ' T
D O  I T .  I  G O T  T O  F U L F I L  M Y  D R E A M  O F  F I N A L L Y  S I T T I N G  M Y  S T A T E
E X A M I N A T I O N S  I N  2 0 1 9  A N D  P A S S  M Y  E X A M S .  T H E  T R I P S  W E
W E N T  O N  A S  A  G R O U P  W E R E  F U L L  O F  F O N D  M E M O R I E S  ( A P A R T
F R O M  W H E N  P A  D E C I D E D  T O  S P L A S H  W A T E R  O N  M E  K N O W I N G  I
H A D  F E A R  O F  W A T E R 😂 - T O O K  A  L O N G  T I M E  T O  F O R G I V E  H I M ) .
O N E  M E M O R Y  T H A T  I  W I L L  N E V E R  F O R G E T  I S  T H E  S U R P R I S E
P A R T Y  T H E  C E N T R E  P U T  O N  F O R  M Y  4 0 T H - E M O T I O N A L L Y
A M A Z I N G .  T H A N K S  T O  A L L  M Y  T E A C H E R S  F O R  E V E R Y T H I N G  A N D
F O R  B E L I E V I N G  I N  M E .  I  H A V E  M A D E  L I F E L O N G  F R I E N D S  A N D  F O R
T H A T  I ' M  G R A T E F U L  T O  V T O S .  N O W  T H A T  T H I S  C H A P T E R  I S
F I N I S H E D ,  I ' V E  C O N T I N U E D  M Y  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  E D U C A T I O N ,
D O I N G  L E V E L  6  C H I L D C A R E  A N D  S P E C I A L  N E E D S .
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